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MIKRORIOL~GIAI INTl?ZETE 

Igazgat6: Dr. IVmOV+CS GYC)RGY egyetemi ton&r 

I&itutom Microbiologicurn 
Universitatis Medicae Smgediensis, 

’ Szeged, Hungaria 

Sze&ed, 22, December 1956, 

Professor: J.LEQtiRBXRG, 
Department of Genetics, 
University of Kisconsin, 
L&.LIS\31~ 6, USA 

Dear Professor Lederberg, 

I w ish to be apologized for being late in answering your 
kind letter of Oc tober 12, 1956. The fearful and tragic events I I 
in Hungary absorbed all of our interests. Sow, I am getting re- 
cover the deep psychic shock caused by the latest incidents. 

I agree w ith you in the question of terminology of 5-R 
variation. P:o doubt, the discovery of S-R v&riation of enteric 
bacteria was a considerable success and a ;reat Part of confusion 
concerning the variation of t.C is (rdup of bacteria has been eli- 
minated by the S-R notation. This notation might useful even in 
the case of some e capsulated bacteria. There are, however, some 
cases, e.g ri" . ia. tuberculosis where the S-R not:tion is not justified. 
That is viny I felt uncertenity when I wanted to designate somehow 
the mutution of 3acillus r;:ec;;terium. I am very .greatful for your 
letter in which you helged me to overcome my hesitation :!ow to 
term the mu$ation of I3acillus me&;;terium. I dropped the S-R no- 
t;tion in the final drui't of my C ianuscrigt which w ill be published 
in Zbl.f.3akt.O rig.I. I used simi%r symboles to that you were 
kind to propose me. The symboles are based upon tne aEti&enic 
sturcture of cell wall and the Pahe sensitivity or resistency 
of vtiriant., 

you were as kind as to refer in your letter to that there is 
some interest that 'troug,htt isolates are also non-motile. I have 
tired to select motile ltreversion$l from these cultures but my 
all attemps failed so far. I had en o2Gortunity to me& G r.Stocker 
at London this sprig End discuss about tfiis very question. The 
flagellar transduciton by tenserate pha&es is Out of question 
for the +'roueh +q isolates are entirely resistant to phages. 

yhe note which you enclosed to your letter is extreemly 
interesting. I was always of the apinion that the L-form are 
not a- special live-cyclus of lLacteria 812~ tne whole Lmysterious 
business of Itfiltrable form ++ of bacteria is coming off the misin- 
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terpretetion of experiments the results of which were due either 
to some technical error or due to an Ildene&enerative$$ develop- 
ment of cells. A part of the Sov$et athors and their young, and 
eager followers here still of' the opinion that there is a non 
organized form of tgliving material'f, and this form of life, also 
the $$filtrable bacteria". After downfall of Bosjahn, Lepesinszkaja 
and IA.senko, this theory of ;lfiltr;~ijle bacteria" is not Iruch 
attractive '7 the people who eavocate it tls it was cjefore. your 
observction and intsr>retttioon of the nautre of L-forms, there- 
fore, is more then mere scientific fact; it is $$philoso2hy$f. 

The adresses requested by you: J. VAJkSZ, Egyetemi Sztjvettani 
Intezet, BU&QtiST IX. Tiizolto utca; Prof. J. EiOXVATH, &rArtudomLnyi 
jjg,yeten, G~DhL&; Iiun&,.r,lry. 

iyith all good wishes for the new year. 

Yours bincsrely, 

_, 
Prof.G.Ivdnovics 
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